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Freshmen strive to bring Greek life to FU

Two Fairfield freshmen, Matthew Peacock and Nick Ferry, look to push the university to join other Jesuit
universities who currently accept Greek life organizations.
Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror

By Robert Joyce
Crime Beat Reporter
Over the past two weeks, Nick
Ferry '17 and Matthew Peacock '17
have been working together to gather
support from classmates and the administration to start Greek life at Fairfield.
After agreeing that Fairfield lacks
in school spirit, Ferry and Peacock decided they would try to improve the
university by giving Greek life a home
at Fairfield.
Seeing the lack of school spirit
and community "bothers us," said
Ferry.
STARTING A MOVEMENT
Ferry and Peacock became interested in starting Greek life at Fairfield
after hearing about what it has to offer from their friends at other schools,
mostly larger universities in the south.
Both freshman business majors, they
knew Fairfield didn't have Greek life
when they chose to attend and do not
regret their decision.
On Thursday evening, they will
be discussing implementing Greek life
at Fairfield at FUSA's Presidential Open

Forum in the Lower Level Barone
Campus Center. Karen Donoghue,
dean of students, and Tom Pellegrino,
vice president for student affairs, are
scheduled to be in attendance.
"Hopefully we can pack the Lower Level BCC," said Ferry.
According to Janice Herbert '15,
chair of the Council Of Student Organizations, Greek life will not be the
primary focus of the presidential forum, but rather a "heavier weighted
conversation topic."
"I think it's going to spark some
great conversation ... it's something
that is very open to discussion and
would obviously change Fairfield s culture somehow," Herbert added.
Recently, Ferry and Peacock have
created a Facebook group (219 members as of Nov. 20) and hung flyers
around campus, advertising their efforts. They also met with FUSA class
presidents from the freshman, sophomore and senior classes, and they have
gained official support from FUSA and
COSO.
"We need as much support as we
can get," said Peacock.
Both Ferry and Peacock agree
that they are in the early stages of this

process, but they are glad for the support. Ferry and Peacock will be speaking on the open floor at the presidential forum, according to Herbert,
where anyone has the ability to speak.
The two have also been in contact
with J.D. Ford, director of expansion
and recruitment for Theta Chi, which
is an international fraternity with
more than 6,700 undergraduate members nationwide.
The two students agree that they
will not have any trouble getting students to pledge. "That's the easy part.
The hard part will be turning people
down," said Ferry.
With a negative stigma surrounding Greek life and its effects on
Fairfield, Ferry said, "Greek life here
wouldn't run the school ... there are
plenty of other clubs and organizations
out there that don't run the school."
WHAT DO THE STUDENTS
WANT?
One hundred eighty nine students were surveyed to gauge their interests in Greek life at Fairfield. 47.62
percent of the students surveyed said
they support the idea of having frater-

nities and sororities at Fairfield. 40.21
percent of students said they did not
support the idea, and 12.17 percent
were impartial.
However, of the 189 students
surveyed, a majority of 51.85 percent
said they would consider pledging if
Fairfield had fraternities and sororities. 35.45 percent said they would not
consider pledging, and 12.70 percent
were impartial.
Herbert said that for Greek life to
be approved, it would not be an easy
process. "Step one is basically showing that the students want it, and that's
with the open forum," said Herbert.
Fred Kuo, director of student involvement, Donoghue and Pellegrino would
also need to provide support.
"To a certain degree, students either want it or don't want it, and it will
really come down to the numbers of
students that are there in support and
against it," said Alex Long '14, FUSA
president.
According to Joe Villarosa '16,
Greek life "would only encourage further social segregation. Fairfield students tend to be clique-y, and fraternities and sororities would only make
this problem worse," stated Villarosa
Father Michael Doody, S.J., however, said that "friendship circles are

always exclusive, whether they're fraternities or sororities or not."
"I just don't see the point in not
having fraternities or sororities," stated
NovyThaib'16. "Why would you deny
having the advantage of being able to
collaborate with other campus organizations and putting on social events
to help keep the student body feel like
they're connected to Fairfield University?"
Thaib stated: "It helps students
coming into a brand new school feel
like they are a part of something right
off the bat, it builds their leadership interpersonal skills, and introduces them
to people from different backgrounds
which can lead to a more open minded
and accepting community."
Sophomore Molly Camp stated:
"Greek life creates a divide in society.
If you look at how people are placed
into sororities, you see that they can
tend to be materialistic. In order to
grow as a society, we must break barriers and show that we are all equal and
Greek life takes society back instead of
forward."
"This is one of the biggest opportunities for them to publicize the idea
READ BOARD ON PAGE
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By the numbers:
A quick look at Greek life at Jesuit universities

28
13
46

JESUIT UNIVERSITIES DO NOT RECOGNIZE
GREEK LIFE

54

PERCENT OF JESUIT UNIVERSITIES
RECOGNIZE GREEK LIFE ORGANIZATIONS

JESUIT UNIVERSITIES IN THE

USA

PERCENT OF JESUIT UNIVERSITIES WHO
DO NOT RECOGNIZE GREEK LIFE HAVE
SOME SORT OF UNAFFILIATED GREEK LIFE
ORGANIZATION(S)

Students 'try to put a face on' conflict in Syria
W

By Enxhi Myslymi
Associate News Editor

Having family that lives in
Syria, Iman Jebara '17 did not realize how much the Syrian civil war affected her family until recently.
"I logged onto Facebook and
saw a thumbnail of my uncle, and
he's my favorite uncle, and he was
saying he was a terrorist," said Jebara.
Shocked, Jebara and her family

NEWS:
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immediately contacted their family
abroad to find out her uncle "was
taken from his home in front of his
seven children," and forced to lie
about his political beliefs by stating
he was affiliated with a terrorist organization.
Jebara spoke about her experience regarding the Syrian conflict
during the "Dialogue on Syria" discussion that took place in Barone
Campus Center's Lower Level on

Thursday, Nov. 14.
"A week later my other uncle
was taken and my third uncle had to
flee the country," Jebara continued.
"We had people that threatened my
family ... [and] we still haven't heard
back from my uncle that was on TV"
Junior Kaneez Fatema Anwar,
co-president of the Muslim Student
Association, said, "What's going on
in Syria is real. It's constant and it is
a crisis and will continue to be one

OPINION:
Page 5

unless other actors will step in and
take responsibility for crimes against
humanity."
MSA worked with the Jesuit
Universities Humanitarian Action
Network to organize the discussion
in order to educate students and
community members on the Syrian
conflict. It included expert panelists
Dr. Marcie Patton, professor of politics; Drs. David McFadden and Silvia
Marsans-Sakly, professors of history;

arid Gary Shaye, senior director for
the Humanitarian Response for Save
the Children.
According to McFadden, however, it is a difficult task for other
countries, including the United
States, to step in and attempt to resolve the conflict.
"The American people may
have short memories, but they have
READ CRISIS ON PAGE
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An aerial photograph captures the campus in the foreground with the Town of Fairfield, Fairfield Beach and the Long Island Sound in the distance.

Contributed by Bob Cammisa

Freshman student helps capture
Fairfield from above
(To the right) An aerial perspective of Lucas the Stag as he
stands alone in the center of
campus. (Below) Lantern Point
at Fairfield Beach during low tide,
captured from Cerullo's helicopter.
Contributed by Bob Cammisa

By Robert Joyce
Crime Beat Reporter
World-famous aerial cinematographer
Al Cerullo paid a special visit to Fairfield
this past weekend, donating his time and services by taking aerial photographs and video
of the Town of Fairfield, Fairfield University
and Fairfield Beach, from the cineflex camera
mounted to his AS355 TwinStar helicopter.
Freshman Christian Tucci, a professional
colleague and family friend
of Cerullo, assisted Bob
Cammisa with taking still
photos and Brian Heller
with taking video of Fairfield on Saturday. Tucci
also planned the logistics
and flight plan of the aerial
shoot.
"I met Al about five
years ago ... both of us were in the Civil Air
Patrol - we joined at the same time," said Tucci. Cerullo noticed an interest in young Tucci
for flying and film, and decided to take him
under his wing.
Tucci's first job with Cerullo was helping
to organize aerial shots for an episode of the
CW's "Gossip Girl," which led to more and
more jobs with Cerullo.
"We're such good friends now ... to work

with someone as highly regarded as Al is fantastic," Tucci said.
Tucci is the owner of his own company,
Christian Tucci Enterprises. He often works
alongside Cerullo, managing Cerullo's media
content and video files in addition to ground
coordination, assisting in camera operations,
and filling other important roles.
"It's honestly the best job anyone my age
can have - I can't think of any other 18-yearold with a job as cool as this," said
Tucci.
Cerullo has worked on hundreds
of famous films and television shows
throughout his 35-year career as a film
pilot. He started his career as a pilot in
the Vietnam War, and has logged over
25,000 career flight hours.
Darren Cerullo, Al's son, graduated from Fairfield in 2001 in the film
new media program.
"Over the years I've maintained a close
friendship with Fr. Jim Mayzik, who was a
mentor of mine while at Fairfield, as well as
several students involved in the Film program.
In large part because of these relationships, I
decided to enlist the services of my father, Al,
to donate speculator aerial footage of the university on behalf of Jim and the Media Center,"
stated Darren Cerullo.

Al Cerullo's AS355 TwinStar helicopter sits on Bellarmine Lawn, awaiting its flight.
Contributed by Bob Cammisa
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Finding the
next resident
assistants

PROFESSOR PROFILE

Pilotti named
adjunct of the year
By Patrick Kiernan
Contributing Writer
Dawn Pilotti '97, art history
professor at Fairfield University, was
named the 2013 adjunct teacher of
the year.
"I was excited and honored, but
my students are the reason that I won
the award. My students inspire me,"
said Pilotti, when learning she had
won.
A resident of Bridgeport, Pilotti
is also an educator at St. Ann Academy in Bridgeport, where she teaches
middle school math and social studies. She is noted for having great
teacher evaluations, a strong devotion
towards her students and their education and effectively following the Jesuit mission of service, according to a
press release.
Ironically, she never thought
about studying art history until her
senior year of college.
A math and secondary education major, Pilotti took an art history
class as a core requirement her senior
year and "fell in love with the discipline ... [and] decided to spend an
extra semester here to fulfill the major
of art history."
As her passion about the discipline grew, Pilotti worked to become
an educator in the field.
After completing her masters
degree, she taught as an adjunct
for the art history program at Fairfield and full-time for the Diocese
of Bridgeport at St. Ann Academy,
which led to her distinct idea of what
being an educator entails.
"Its about teaching with meaning. The student has to be able to find
some meaning or some purpose in
what it is you're teaching them. They
have to relate themselves to whatever
that subject matter is," said Pilotti.

Pilotti has been in the Fairfield
community for 20 years. While taking
classes toward her masters degree in
art history at New York University's
Institute of Fine Arts, she was the assistant to the director of the Walsh
Art Gallery at Fairfield and manager
of the art history program's Visual Resources Collection.
Pilotti is involved with a number
of activities at Fairfield and St. Ann
Academy. A member of Fairfield's
Creative Life Residential Program, a
living and learning program focused
on the arts, Pilotti is also a member
of the Summer Academic Immersion
Program, as well as others within the
department.
Director of the Art History Program Dr. Marice Rose, who nominated Pilotti for the award, said, "The art
history faculty has learned from her
teaching. She's so innovative. She is
bringing that concept that we can all
learn from one another."
Pilotti also brought new programs to St. Ann Academy, such as
National Park Service/National Geographic BioBlitz and Free the Children, which gives urban children opportunities they might not have were
it not for Pilotti. Last spring, she was
invited to New Orleans as an advisor
to the National Youth Ambassador for
the National Park Service/National
Geographic BioBlitz.
"Most of the work I've done is
student-driven," said Pilotti about
how the programs began. "All of those
service projects have come from a lesson in the classroom that inspired a
group of students to go out and pick
a cause and try to better either their
home community or a global community."
Her work with students regarding environmentalism and the National Park Service earned her the

By Timothy Leach
Contributing Writer

Professor Dawn Pilotti was named adjunct teacher of the year for her
dedication to teaching.
Contributed Photo by Dawn Pilotti '97
E.O. Wilson Foundation Teaching
Champion of Biodiversity. This past
week, Pilotti traveled to Fort Collins,
Colo, where her students presented
their projects to the National Park
Service.
When talking about the impact
she had on her students, Pilotti said:
"I've had students who've said 'When
I was in your class, I discovered who
I was.' I think that's extremely important. If you can change someone's life,
you know you did your job."
Pilotti's ability to change her students' lives is evident.
Last spring, her students at St.
Ann Academy took a 24-hour vow of
silence by avoiding texting anH social
media to raise awareness about mass
media, which was covered by sources
such as Cablevision, WTNH and the
Connecticut Post.
A month later, Pilotti's Free the
Children program raised enough
money to build and open a school in
Kenya. The campaign benefitted education in Kenya and Haiti, and it was
featured in "60 Minutes" as a model
for the United States.
"Her work outside of the classroom is inspiring to all of us. Her lat-

Crisis WOn't gO Unheard
CONT. FROM PG. 1
long memories for war," McFadden said. "They've
seen the impact and seen their boys come back"
having been affected by these conflicts.
As of August 2013, more than two million
people have fled Syria and taken refuge in surrounding countries, with an average of 5,300 people fleeing each day, according to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
"Each day this goes on, more children and
their families are hurt," said Shaye. "You have to
put a face on this conflict because the numbers
themselves are staggering, but there isn't a face to
it."
The nearly three-year long civil war that has
taken more than 100,000 lives began with protests
in March 2011 when demonstrators were killed by
security forces, which led to nationwide protests
demanding the resignation of President Bashar alAssad of Syria, according to BBC.
Save the Children has been working to "restore basic services" to Syria and the bordering
countries affected by the crisis by providing shelter,
child-friendly and youth-friendly spaces and food
distributions, Shaye continued.
"We want the children return to as normal a
life as possible," he added.
With about 150 students attending, Anwar

Page 3

deemed the dialogue a success.
"The Fairfield student body is absolutely apathetic to anything that does not directly affect or
concern them, and this event was to serve as an
awareness campaign in putting a face on the crisis,"
said Anwar. "It serves to remind people that we
have a moral obligation to take care of each other."
"I had not anticipated such a huge turnout,
and the fact that we had such a big turnout is a sign
of progress," Anwar added.
Students found the discussion with the expert
panel educational.
Sophomore Heather Mooney, who found the
talk "incredibly insightful," encouraged students to
become informed, saying, "With information you
can form an opinion about the crisis, and with an
opinion you can use your voice to help speak out
and inform others about the crisis as well."
Sophomore Kathryn Spoelstra enjoyed the
discussion on the conflict because it gave a "thorough understanding [that] would have been very
difficult to find in one place."
"I also appreciated the different perspectives
that were given by each panelist," Spoelstra added.
Jebara, who lived in Syria for six months when
she was five years old, explained that she wants to
return to the country.
"They said put a face on [the conflict], and
this has been a nightmare for me," she said.

est work with the National Park Service is really interesting," said Rose.
"She's been working to develop curricula in ways to get students involved
in biodiversity and environmentalism."
In October 2012, Pilotti won
the Tim Russert Make A Difference
Award, created by journalist Tim
Russert to honor educators who have
made meaningful differences in their
students' lives. One award is given
yearly to a Catholic schoolteacher in
the Diocese of Bridgeport.
Overall, Pilotti has one source of
inspiration when it comes to being involved with the local and global community: her students.
"A lot of the students who have
taken to service learning are students who have come from underprivileged circumstances. I think that
just for a student knowing that they
can give back is the concept that gives
them a sense of worth," said Pilotti.
"In order to really teach, you
have to know who your students are,"
she added. "If you get involved with
them outside of the classroom, then
you can really know who they are."

The Resident Assistant position
is a leadership role, and applications
require a minimum GPA of 2.8, people
skills and readiness to uphold responsibility.
Still, a variety of opposing opinions continue to revolve around the RA
position.
"I don't really want to be in charge
of overgrown children," said Alexander
LaCroce '16. "RAs are just like babysitters for the floor and I don't want that."
Sophomore Nick Frega said he
views the position with higher regard.
"I want to be an RA because I love
building community," he said. "My current RA runs all these awesome programs and all these people from different corners of the building get together;
it's great." When asked about his expectations from the job, should he claim it,
Frega said, "I expect a lot of work and
less sleep. I also expect to learn how to
react to and help people, address conflict and to get experience in budgeting
for programming."
Some might find it harder to adjust to the erratic sleeping schedule. "I
have a set schedule and I feel like that'd
be really difficult for me to adjust to,"
said Karl Deavers '16. "That, and I don't
want to deal with anyone in the middle
of the night."
Adding to that, RAs must have
their phone and radio on while on
duty in case of an emergency. "You get
curveballs thrown at you and you don't
know what to expect," said Andrea
Bushee '15, an RA in Loyola Hall. "You
have to deal with it calmly and figure it
out as you go."
For those worried, Residence Life
does not discriminate against anyone
with a "record." Past transgressions
such as being caught with alcohol in the
room or any other sort of conflict can
READ ENFORCING ON PAGE
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Syrian conflict:
2013 — Following a
United States- Russian agreement,
Ihesident Assad permits having
Syria's chemical weapons destroyed
by international inspectors.
OCTOBER

2013 - More than 1,300
people arc killed in Aug. SI chemical
weapons attack, confirmed by U.N.
weapons inspectors, bringing death
toll to more than 100,000 killed.
AUGUST

2011 — Opjxwition forces
accuse Syrian government of being
responsible for two suicide bombings
that killed 44 in Damascus.

2012 — United Nations Security Council denounces Syrian government for using heavy weaponry
and militia to kill civilians. President Assad calls conflict a real war"
in June.
MAY

DECEMBER

MAY 2011 - Security forces kill
protestors in Damascus and Deraa,
sparking violent unrest Protestors
demand resignation of President
Bashar al- Assad.

Compiled by Robert Joyce.
Information contributed by the
Department of Public Safety.
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Two arrests made at Fairfield
By Robert Joyce

By Robert Joyce

Wednesday, 11/13

Crime Beat Reporter

Crime Beat Reporter

11:06 a.m. - A medical manikin valued at

Fairfield student Kevin

Non-student

Daniel

Boyle,

$1,000 was found vandalized outside Town-

Dunkin '15 was arrested early

23, was arrested at Fairfield Sun-

houses 15 block.

Tuesday morning after aUeg-

day morning after he erroneously

edly stealing a Fairfield profes-

reported to police and the Depart-

sor's credit cards, officials say.

ment of Public Safety that he was

2.06 p.m. - A student reported that a suspicious

Dunkin

male aged 50 to 60 was following her by University Field.
Thursday, 11/14

Kevin Dunkin '15
Fairfield Police Department

robbed.

charged

with forgery, criminal imper-

Boyle was arrested on charges

sonation, illegal use of a credit

of interfering with an officer and

card, larceny and attempted

falsely reporting an incident, ac-

larceny,
9:33 p.m. - RAs in Campion Hall called DPS
to report an odor of marijuana. One student was

was

according to

Ritchie, assistant director of
public safety.
"We have reason to be-

issued an infraction for possession of marijuana

cording to John Ritchie, assistant

John

Daniel Boyle, 23, of Manchester, N.H.
Fairfield Police Department

who reported the incident admitted he made it up," said Ritchie.

duct.

employees credit cards from the RecPlex," said Ritchie.

Saturday, 11/16

credit card to both the Department of Public Safety and Fair-

A faculty member reported fraudulent charges on their

The rouse was apparently a scheme to win the sympathy of his
girlfriend.
Boyle, a Manchester, N.H., native and guest of a Fairfield

field Police. An investigation by both departments led authorifrom a resident at Townhouses 14 block saying
that ResLife was dispersing their party. The
resident was referred to student conduct for vio-

student, originally reported to DPS and Fairfield Police that he

ties to Dunkin.
Dunkin attempted to use the faculty member's credit cards
to buy a glass pipe, according to the Fairfield Daily Voice.

was robbed in the Regis Parking Lot area. He claimed a male approached him and ordered he turn over $40.
DPS responded to the incident with three cruisers and Fair-

According to Fairfield's The Daily Voice, the cards were
also used to make fraudulent purchases at a Shell station for

lating university alcohol policy.

field Police responded with six patrol cars and a K-9 unit.
Boyle is due in Bridgeport Superior Court on Nov. 25, and

$1.80 and at Marshalls for $150.49.
1:17 a.m. - RAs near Townhouses 9 block requested assistance from DPS after they smelled

"After an extensive search of
the immediate area, the individual

lieve that the suspect stole the

and paraphernalia and referred to student con-

12:48 a.m. - DPS responded to a complaint

director of public safety.

Dunkin is scheduled in court on Nov. 26 and was released

was released on $2,500 bond.

on a $500 bond.

the odor of marijuana. Upon further investigation, the suspected marijuana was not found, but
students were referred to student conduct for an
alcohol violation.
10:09 p.m. - RAs in Jogues Hall reported the

Board of trustees approval needed
CONT. FROM PG. 1

odor of marijuana. Suspected remains of marijuana and alcohol were discovered by DPS, and
all were referred to student conduct.
Monday, 11/18

of having Greek life at Fairfield, and to really

Phi chapter at Stony Brook University. An-

want to go to ... like three-on-three basketball

other Greek organization at Fairfield is Omega

and flag football tournaments," he said. "It

Phi Kappa, Multi-Cultural Fraternity Inc.

would be a great way of meeting new people

capitalize on getting students there in num-

Some students label these organizations

and making new friends, even if you're not in

bers to show the dean and the administration

as "underground Greek organizations," but

that students want to bring Greek life to this

that label is rather incorrect, according to Her-

the fraternity."
According to Doody, residential colleges

university," said Long.

bert.

don't even come close to comparing to Greek
life. "The Greeks run their own community.
They have traditions that are national, that are
thing unique and different to the table."

12:53 p.m. - ResLife in Loyola Hall conducting health and safety inspections discovered rolling papers, which led to DPS finding marijuana,

CHALLENGES AHEAD

"They are not recognized by the university so everyone runs to the term 'underground,'
and it's not underground - it's just not recog-

paraphernalia and alcohol in a student's room.

"I think that they have great intentions,

nized by the university. It's as simple as that

The student was cited and referred to student

and that everything they have done so far has

- We're not in a burrow hole doing witchcraft

conduct.

been well thought-out, but it's going to take a

or anything," said Herbert.

for each chapter on campus. It brings someBringing Greek life to Fairfield would
definitely enhance the university, according

lot more than what they've done so far to get

The Fairfield University Board of Trust-

to Doody. "Service is a major component of

2.26 p.m. - A student reported fraudulent charg-

to where they want to go," said Long. How-

ees has the sole authority to amend that clause,

every Greek organization I know," said Doody.

es on their Stag Card totalling $66.59. Purchas-

ever, he thinks that "Dean Donoghue and Tom

Herbert explained.

es were made at Domino's and Nauti Dolphin

Pellegrino will be very receptive to the idea of

Pizzeria The incident is under investigation.

Greek life.

'13 presented to the Board all of the potential

"I told them, 'You have to address the
negatives, but you have to outweigh the nega-

benefits of Greek life, and according to Her-

According to Herbert, if the students can

bert, "It was a way of bringing it up to the table

gather the necessary support from Donoghue

For complete list, make sure to
check out fairfieldmirror.com

1

tfrtS

THE MIRROR
INCORPORATED 1977
Loan Le, Editor-in-Chief
Danica Ceballos, Executive Editor
Luigi DiMeglio, Managing Editor

Editors
Salvatore Trifilio, News
Dylan Dembin, Assistant Vine
Charles DeFilippo, Assistant Vine
Leigh Tauss, Opinion
Molly Leidig, Coffee Break
Jennifer Calhoun, Sports
Enxhi Myslymi, Associate News
Robert Hagstrom, Assistant News
Robert Joyce, Crime Beat Reporter
Sliauna Mitchell, Chief Copy Editor
Tebben Gill Lopez, Visual Art Director
Online
Brian Arpie, Web Manager
Thomas Shea, Multimedia Manager
Margaret Andrew, Online Editor
Business Department
Email: advertisingC" fairfieldmirror.com
Brian Cleary, CFO
Adviser
Dr. Tommy Xie
Contact Information
Fairfield University
1073 North Benson Road, BCC 104
BoxAA, Fairfield, CT 06824
General email: info(<i fairfieldmirror.com

Last year, FUSA President Robert Vogel

WHAT'S NEXT?

tives with the positives this will bring to the

... it was just the positives that were presented

and Pellegrino, then the issue is in the hands of

community,'" he said.

and discussed."

the Board of Trustees.

According to Long,

Ferry and Peacock are doing it for the right
reasons.
Assuming they can receive proper ap-

Fr. Michael Doody, S.J., was keen to ad-

According to Long, Ferry and Peacock

dress and dispel some of the potential worries

"both have good heads on their shoulders and

to having Greek life at Fairfield.

they have good intentions. They know what

proval, Ferry and Peacock want to have Greek

"People talk about Greek life and drink-

life at Fairfield by fall of 2014. However, Her-

ing - Well, I think there'd be less drinking on

to Fairfield."

bert highly doubts that would be a possibility.

campus if we had Greek life," said Doody. Ac-

He

According to Herbert, policy in the Stu-

cording to Doody, fraternity insurance costs

vision and goals that they want Greek life to

are very high; therefore "they're risk averse."

accomplish on this campus that they currently

dent Handbook forbids Fairfield from recog-

they want to accomplish by bringing Greek life
continued,

"They

had

a

clear

nizing any Greek affiliations on campus. "It

"People who join Greek life look to join

don't see as being prevalent on this campus -

is beyond COSO's power to approve or deny

Greek life for fraternity, brotherhood, sister-

one being school spirit and I most definitely

Greek organizations," said Herbert.

hood, for real close personal relationships that

took that into consideration and it made me

will last a lifetime," Doody said. "Greek life is

want to help them because you don't want to

unique in that way. You can't get that from liv-

shut the door on students who have so much

ing on second-floor Gonzaga."

drive in making a change ... We're here to open

However, there are unrecognized Greek
organizations that exist on campus.
Herbert belongs to Epsilon Sigma Phi, a
Greek sorority that has about 10 Fairfield stu-

Ferry said Greek life would have the abil-

dents and is connected to the Epsilon Sigma

ity put on events that students would "actually

those doors and to give these opportunities to
students."

'Enforcing a policy is not their major role'
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

3

ResLife said the RA position has plenty of perks: free room and
board, having a single room, developing great leadership skills and get-

be justified through a written statement saying what happened, what was

ting to meet and make connections with higher-ups such as Dean Karen

learned and that it will never happen again. This also applies for the

Donoghue or public safety officers.

GPA if it barely misses the mark.

While it is important for RAs to foster connections with the stu-

"We look for variety in our RAs," said Assistant Director of Resi-

dents in their building, they also must remain impartial when writing

dence Life Nathan Lubich. "Sometimes it's good to have an RA who's

people up on duty. "[The worst] is when you actually write [students]

an extrovert, sometimes an introvert. It's good to have RAs who are this

up when they're not following policy," said Javier Rivilla '16, an RA in

major or that major and we try to make a well-rounded staff for that. We

Jogues Hall. "Sometimes you become so close to them and it's just awk-

do prioritize people who have on-campus experience, but we have hired

ward when you're in that situation."
Being an RA is a lot more than just upholding the rules. At the end

commuters before."
"[Being an RA] is very self-fulfilling," said Mike LeBoeuf '15. "I

of the day, their number one priority is to make sure their residents are

love meeting the new people. I love that there's 200 new faces waving at

happy and safe. "Enforcing a policy is not their major role," said Lubich.

you when you go into Barone and being somebody they can go to with
questions."

"That's the thing that maybe gets the most face-time with students."
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Don t sweep immigration under the rug
By Eric Lynch
Contributing Writer
In
September,
President
Obama reached a compromise with
Russia on Syria's chemical weapons.
October focused on tension in Congress regarding the federal budget
that resulted in a piece of kick-fhecan legislation rather than solving
our ultimate gridlock. This month,
the media has focused on a serious
flaw in President Obama's health
care plan.
While all of these stories are
newsworthy, one issue has evaded
major coverage: immigration reform. The American Dream may
not be as prominent as it once was,
but it can still be argued that this nation offers significant economic opportunity for the immigrant worker.
My family was given the chance to
come to this country in pursuit of
a better life, and I believe that this
American tradition should continue.
This was once a major headline,
but suddenly all is quiet on the DC
front. What happened?
One month after his second
inauguration, Obama called for
Congress to remedy the broken immigration system through his State
of the Union Address. The bipartisan Gang of Eight published the
"Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization Act," otherwise known as
S. 744, on April 16. Debate ensued,
leading to the Senate approval on
June 27 with a 68-32 vote. Accord-
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Danica Ceballos
Executive Editor
Luigi DiMeglio
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ing to Ed O'Keefe of The Washington Post, the $50 billion budget aims
to strengthen border security, incorporate a responsible pathway to
citizenship, and address the broken
system.
The most recent action on
S. 744 was its introduction to the
House of Representatives on Oct.
8 as H.R. 15. A bipartisan group of
Representatives has worked on immigration reform over the past year,
but recently they hit a snag in negotiation.
Despite its 190 cosponsors, the
House leadership will not address
the bill in 2013. House Speaker John
Boehner claims to understand the
importance of immigration legislation, but he recently stated that he
has "no intention of ever going to
conference on the Senate bill." The
Speaker explained that he does not
want to draw attention away from
health care and the federal budget.
But if not now - when? Moving
slowly on this issue moves us near
the midterm elections, making it
unlikely that either party will want
to vote on such a volatile issue while
the voters are paying close attention.
Even if this bill were to return to the
114th Congress, it is unlikely to pass
because it will be President Obama's
lame duck session. Republicans will
stall on major legislation in the hope
of reclaiming the White House in
2016. The longer we wait, the more
unlikely it is that this reform package becomes a law.
The Speaker's decision is strategic because the House Republicans
When Philippine troops
leave the area hardest hit by typhoon Haiyan, we expect private
charities will step in to continue
the recovery.
One Fairfield service trip still
provides help to New Orleans in
Hurricane Katrinas wake. If that
particular service trip does not
prove its worth, it could be axed,
so the student leaders, Monique
Goguen '14 and Benafsha Juyia
'14, are working to garner more
legitimacy.
Last week, we ran a story
on Doug Perlitz '92 who started
a school in Haiti and has since
gone to jail for sexually abusing

are a fragile group. Soon after S.
744 passed through the Senate, the

My family was given the
chance to come to this
country in pursuit of a
better life, and I believe
that this American
tradition should continue.

Speaker noted that for "any legislation ... to pass the House, it's going

to have to be a bill that has the support of the majority of our members." To introduce such a contentious bill could only further fracture
the majority as they head into a difficult debate on the budget.
Boehner's decision is standard
practice in political hardball, but
it has real consequences for those
who await its life altering effects.
If this bill does not pass into
law, millions of families will continue to be separated from their
loved ones. Children will be forced
to endure the absence of a mother
or father because their parents hope
to lift the family out of poverty.
This bill provides a future for
our estimated 1.4 million undocu-

mented peers who were brought to
this country as innocents. Presently,
the system strips them of their humanity for someone else's decision
to enter America.
Boehner must move the House
on comprehensive reform because
the window of opportunity is closing, but more importantly because
it has the ability to change so many
lives. I believe Speaker Boehner
needs a push on immigration reform from the American people,
and that begins with this story getting back in the headlines.
Let's not sweep immigration
under the rug.

Letter to the Editor
Doug Perlitz has been sentenced for his inhumane crime. To
attempt to hold Fairfield University responsible for the amount of
hundreds of millions of dollars seems to be a misplaced attempt
for lawyers to capitalize on the situation. Should they be successful,
the unfortunate result would be a lack of funding from charitable
organizations such as Fairfield University, because the risk is too high.
Charitable sources, who distribute money to help those less fortunate,
being forced to say "no" to well meaning groups and individuals
looking for support would be a most unfortunate outcome - and a
limit on the application of the Jesuit motto "men for others."
-Mike Fox '86

students there. In the years before
the Perlitz scandal came to light,
The Mirror senior staff wrote
editorials praising Perlitz for the
change he was making in Haiti.
From these, it is evident that the
most reliable sources of change
could be small groups or even individuals.
As we enter the holidays, the
idea of small, private organizations making an impact on peoples lives becomes more prominent. Student organizations will
have fundraisers and opportunities for donation. It's ironic to
see that a national health care apparatus lumbers into functional-

ity, but on the smaller scale, the
results are instantaneous, emphasizing the importance of "the
little things."
At a school where giving
back is part of the standard curriculum, we wonder how much
change yet another apparatus
would bring. Greek life, proposed
by Nick Ferry '17 and Matthew
Peacock '17, at Fairfield seems
unnecessary when you consider
the idea in the context of how
much community building opportunities already exist on this
campus.
Still, it is a greater testament
to the sense of community at

this campus that just two freshmen can raise hype over a cause
they believe strongly in. If Fairfield were not a better community, wouldn't these guys just fall
through the cracks?
Whether they succeed and
Greek life becomes a reality or
not, we support them. Whether
or not Monique and Benafsha
uphold an honorable reputation
for Fairfields only non-Campus
Ministry-affiliated service trip,
we wish them the best. We support our small groups and individuals because Fairfield is not
that big, but its potential is one to
be reckoned with.

Opinion
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Why we need
school spirit
By Kristen Filicia
Contributing Writer
It's that time of year: School
spirit is at its peak with college basketball underway and college football approaching bowl season. While
some may think school spirit does
not matter, I believe it is important
because of the atmosphere it brings to
a university.
The seats at Webster Bank Arena
have remained relatively empty for
the start of the Fairfield University
Basketball Season. The stands are often filled with more people supporting the away team. Fairfield is a great
school, but may be if we had a little
more school spirit we could increase
our national recognition.
School spirit matters to everyone: faculty, students, athletes and
alumni. It creates pride for the school
and gets people in the stands. Student-athletes love a big audience because it gets the adrenaline pumping.
A big turnout makes the game more
enjoyable for both athletes and students. Fan attendance at sports events
can change the momentum of a game
quickly and gives athletes an extra
edge to pull away with a victory.
But school spirit doesn't just exist on the field or in the gym; it also
carries over on campus. How well a
student body displays their school
spirit may be the deciding factor for
a prospective student visiting campus.
It creates a sense of belongingness and
unites the student population. When
people belong to something they of-

ten become more committed and
are more active in student activities.
This makes students more aware of
school events and can make the college experience more enjoyable. Students who are active give themselves
the opportunity to branch out and
meet new people forging relationships that may last beyond college.
Through school spirit tradition is
created and passed down from generation to generation. Tradition makes
a college standout among others and
makes college life more exciting.
Student performance can also
benefit from school spirit. Those who
have pride in their institution want to
represent their school. If students feel
pride they will work hard in the classroom to remain at the college.
Even after graduation school
spirit matters to a college or university. Graduates that take pride in their
school may give back to the university
through donations as a thank you for
their experiences. Boosters that give
back provide funding for new buildings, equipment, scholarships, and
athletic facilities. A college can never
have too many donations.
Most of college life deals with
school spirit in some way. Many believe school spirit only matters for fan
attendance at sport events. However,
it also makes the college experience
for students more fun and memorable. School spirit is more than just
painting a giant red stag on your face;
it is ultimately what makes a university.

Don't resort to the lazy button
Rv Kayla
Kavla Valente
By
Contributing Writer

There are several "easy buttons"
located all throughout campus. The
real use of these buttons is to open
the doors for people with handicaps.
Although these people truly need
the buttons, there are many students
who simply reap the benefits because they are there.
The blue buttons seem to call
out to students of Fairfield and spark
their inner laziness. Often I hear
parents or visitors making comments about how they find it odd
that everyone seems to just be in the
habit of clicking the handicap button. Evidently, this is not a common
trend on many other campuses.
Some people say that chivalry
is dead, but I would argue that these
buttons show that is not the case.
Sure, boys are not exactly opening
the doors for girls, but they are not
making the girls open it themselves
either, What's more romantic than
when a guy re-presses the handicap button when the door is already
open because he sees a girl coming

»

in behind him and would not want it
to close on her? Nothing really.
In order to participate in this
up-and-coming fad, you have to be
pretty familiar with each building
and the specific buttons that it is
equipped with. For example, once
you press the button for the doors
in Bannow they have a solid threesecond delay before they begin to
move. One may argue though that
those are the heaviest doors on the
campus and so it is worth the wait.
All of the entrances to the Barone Campus Center have a lot of activity. It is a rare occasion for just one
person to be walking in at a time.
This may make it seem like your
lucky day when a huge group is going in with you. This is your chance
so you don't even have to press the
button, you can just walk right in.
Here is when I would like to warn
you - in that situation, you must be
on your guard. It would be humiliating to have the door close on your
face just because you thought you
were in the clear and the door was
going to stay open.

New Muslim superhero
By Meaghan Conlon
Contributing Writer
Marvel's is in the spotlight due
to the release of "Thor: The Dark
World" this past weekend. Among
their other and ever-growing popular movies, what better time to introduce a revolutionary new character to the comic book world?
Allow me to introduce the
newest teenage superheroine in
the Marvel Universe - Kamala
Khan. She's a sixteen-year-old
Muslim girl living in Jersey City
who just so happens to be the newest "Ms. Marvel." The series will follow Kamala as she deals with the
expectations from her family,
treatment from society, the
general mess of what's known
as high school and the occasional bad guy stirring up some
trouble.
Sana Amanat, Steve Wacker
and G. Willow Wilson created Kamala Khan after hearing stories
from Amanat about her life growing
up a Muslim-American, the struggles she faced and the joys she experience. As someone who had similar
experiences to the ones Kamala will
be facing, Amanat and company
will be sure to deliver a realistic
portrayal of Kamala's superhero and
everyday life.
I personally think that this is
a great idea that could not come
at a better time. In a country with
an ever-growing Muslim population and a need to rid people of the

Muslim stereotype, the introduction
of a Muslim hero could help people
develop a new perspective and respect for what Muslim teens and
their family have to cope with here
in America. The series will not just
focus on the fact that as Ms.
Marvel, Kamala has to deal
with villains and
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rogues, but it stresses the difficulties her alter ego must face daily —
which can be as much as a struggle
as taking down armed robbers could
be. Marvel has been good about diversifying the superheroes in their
universe. They first introduced a
Muslim superhero named Dust as
part of the X-Men world back in
2002, and last year featured the
marriage of the X-Men's
Northstar
(Jean-Paul
Beaubier) and his partner, Kyle Jinadu. Marvel
has tried to include heroes for all aspects of life,
to show that anyone has
to potential to be someone
great.
Kamala can be a role model
for young Muslim-Americans to
look up to — a hero in her own
right who saves her hometown,
protects her family and community and cares for her friends and
other people. I feel like it is extremely important for people to
realize that heroes exist across all
races, all genders, all religions, all
sexual orientations and all ages. A
hero is defined by their actions, not
by what they believe in or the color
of their skin. I see no reason why
Kamala Khan's introduction into
the Marvel Universe should cause
a problem — every world needs as
many heroes as they can get. There
is no set physical description of
how a hero looks, but rather we call
people heroes based on the values
they practice.

One day I actually saw a girl
step back when the door started to
close and then walk over and press
the button to open it again. She was
already halfway out the door!! Even
so, she felt as though it would be
easier to press the button than to
physically open the door herself. It
didn't even seem like she was judged
by anyone around her. It appears as
though this is a movement and everyone is trying to get involved.
How hard is it really to just
push or pull the door? It seems like
students portray this task as terribly overwhelming. I am almost
surprised that when people come
across a door without one of these
buttons, they still know what to do
and are actually capable of opening
the door with little to no effort.
So the next time you press the
handicap button, take a moment to
consider this: Do Fairfield students
make the most of what we are presented with or are we simply a lazy
breed of humans?
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•Turkeys run rampant on campus.
•Bombing at the Iranian Embassy
in Beirut.
•One Directions new album got
leaked.
•Russian plane nose-dives, leaving 50 dead.
•Finals exams nigh.

•LEAF is accepting empty cans as
raffle entries this Thursday.
•Men's soccer celebrates 100th
win.
• New study shows sleep therapy
might be effective in treating depression.
• Damien Echols gave an exclusive interview with The Mirror.
•Thanksgiving
week.

break is

next

The Mirror welcomes the opinions and contributions of its readers: Letters to
the editor must be timely and submitted by email to infi3@feirfieldmirroncomorBox
AA All letters to the editor that are appropriate will be published either in print or
online. The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content, length
and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities and personal attacks
and should contain correct and factual information not exceeding 500 words.

The Vine

arts, entertainment, features
vine@fairfieldniirror.coni
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"I leave my body here to cope the with
nightmare while my mind walks other
hallways ... People tend to think of the
soul as a man-shaped thing composed of
a vague ghostlike substance. In reality its
more like some God-almighty haunted
house, in which the rooms are constantly
shifting, moving and reconfiguring themselves. A smalt broom closet becomes^ a
cavernous ballroom behind your back."
"Life After Death," excerpted from page 197

Freedom
Former death row inmate and member of The West
Memphis Three, Damien Echols, was forced to plead
guilty for murders he did not commit in order to finally
be freed. Echols visited Fairfield to discuss life after.
By Leigh Tauss
Opinion Editor
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THE TRIAL

In 1993, the town of West Memphis, Tenn., was shaken by the horrific
murders of three 8-year-old boys, Steve
Branch, Michael Moore and Christopher
Byers. The children were found naked,
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Imagine a concrete box called home, orange mystery slop meals,
shuffling in chains until you forget how to walk without them,
consistently being beaten sometimes to the point of urinating
blood and denied sunlight until nearly blind.
Let's face it: Most of us couldn't make it. one day in solitary
confinement on death row in a supermax prison, but Damien
Echols spent -18 years there - all for a crime The did not commit.
"From the moment you wake up
you're furious, thinking, 'These people
have no right to do this to me. I'm not
supposed to be here,"' said Echols, describing his first few years incarcerated:
Echols, his wife Lorri Davis and attorney Stephen Braga 78 closed out The
Regina A. Quick Center's Open Visions
forum for the fall semester with a panel
discussing the corruption of the criminal justice system, the brutality of prison conditions and what life Echols has
forged since being set free.
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submerged in water, with what seemed
like evidence of genital mutilation.
A modern day witch-hunt ensued
to quench the town's thirst for vengeance.
The police force honed in on Echols, just
18 at the time, and his two friends, Jason Baldwin and Jessie Misskelley, wellknown mischiefs for their proclivity toward heavy metal and tendency to dress
in black. The crime was believed to be so
unfathomable that it could be attributed
to nothing less than satanic ritual.
"The theory went first, rather than
the facts," said Braga. While no physical
evidence was found tying Echols, Baldwin and Misskelley - known henceforth
as the West Memphis Three - to the crime
scene, circumstantial evidence, such as a
false confession from a mentally handicapped Misskelley and Echols' well-documented history of institutionalization
with
Arkansas'
juvenile correctional facilities,
kept them from
freedom.
Despite the
lack of evidence,
the judge sentenced Baldwin
and Misskelley
to life in prison,
and Echols to
death row.
There was
just one problem:
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Damien Echols, Jessie Misskelley and Jason Baldwin were convicted in 1993 with the murders of tH
received life sentences. Nearly 20 years later, they were freed. Police Photo. (Right) Echols on th

DEATH ROW

The guards at the prison welcomed
Echols by brutally beating him to the
point where he was peeing blood and had
suffered nerve damage in his teeth. According to Echols, beatings were a regular
part of prison life.
Inmates were fed, up to three times
a week, "box meal," which consisted of a
mysterious substance mixed with water
and beaten until it took on an orange
appearance. "You can't eat that stuff. I
got food poisoning several times," said
Echols.
Speaking about the passage of time
and spending 23 hours a day in solitary
confinement, Echols said: "People out
here usually think that time passes very
slowly in prison. In actuality it doesn't
really pass at all." Minutes, he said, were
"stripped of all meaning," and the inmates
would begin to mentally decay from the
moment of incarceration. To deal with
the stagnation, Echols escaped into his
mind, practicing meditation for up to
seven hours a day.
Echols also turned to literature and
writing to cope with his intolerable situation. He composed much of his New
York Times best-selling novel, "Life After Death," while in prison. Echols wrote,
"I leave my body here to cope with the
nightmare while my mind walks other
hallways."

Using his writing in
prison and reflections after being
freed, Damien Echols
released his autobiographical novel, "Life
After Death," in 2012.
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They were innocent.
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When asked in an exclusive interview with The Mirror what he believes
the power of writing to be, Echols said:
"A lot of it just feels good. You know, I
think that's the reason people create all
art in the end is because it scratches an
itch somewhere inside of them."
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JUSTICE

The case was the subject of the
award-winning HBO documentary series, "Paradise Lost," which helped garner
more media attention to the case. After
viewing the documentary, Lorri Davis
was so moved by Echols' plight that she
wrote him a letter. Five thousand letters
later, the two married in 1999 in prison,
with a Buddhist ceremony. For the next
ten years, Lorri dedicated her life to fighting the legal battle for Echols' freedom.
Celebrities such as Johnny Depp,
Eddie Veder, Marilyn Manson and Henry
Rollins began promoting the case and
calling for the release of the West Memphis Three.
A re-evaluation of forensic evidence
revealed that what the prosecution had
initially described as knife-inflicted satanic genital mutilation was in fact more
likely bites and scratches caused postmortem by snapping turtles native to the
area of the murders. Their supposed motive no longer existed.
After almost two decades of appeals,
national publicity for the case snowballed
to the point where the state of Arkansas

could no longer ignore the public outcry
for justice.
Echols, Baldwin and Misskelley
were released in 2011 after submitting an
Alfred plea, essentially pleading guilty to
the murders so the state could save face
while upholding the factual innocence of
the defendants in exchange for a sentence
of time served, according to Braga. They
walked away from the courthouse on
Aug. 19 as free men.
By the time of his release, Echols'
health was in serious decline - his body
wrecked from sleeping on a concrete slab
and his eyesight deteriorated from having
not seen sunlight in nearly two decades.
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FREEDOM

The biggest shock of adjusting to the
trauma of sudden freedom was overcoming the constant fear he came to know as
a way of life. "When you're in prison, you
live in fear 24 hours a day, seven days a
week that someone's either going to hurt
you or kill you or do you harm in some
sort of way," Echols said. "And then you
get out here and that becomes ingrained
on you on a level that's even deeper than
reflex."
"I could not even function in the
simplest of situations," said Echols. After
walking in chains for so long, he had to
relearn how to walk without them.
Echols said the first step in repairing
the broken state of our justice system is
recognizing the need to remove politics

"The inertl
day at a timd
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(Right) Echols speaks
to attendees after his
talk. Photo by Leigh
Tauss/The Mirror
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BALDWIN
Iree 8-year-old boys. Echols was sentenced to death while Misskelley and Baldwin
Quick Center stage this past Monday, Nov. 18. Photo by Gwen Pellegrino
from it. "We tend to have this idea in our
society that judges and prosecutors and
attorney generals ... have these positions
because they are somehow moral and
looking out for society, when in reality
they are politicians whose number one
priority is winning the next election," said
Echols.
Echols also said he is firmly against
the death penalty, citing the high number
of death row inmates who are mentally
incompetent.
"They are executing people who
don't even have the mental capacity to realize that they're being executed," Echols
said.
In 2012 alone the U.S. executed 43
people. As of April 1, there are 3,108 people on death row, according to the Death
Penalty Information Center in D.C. However, it is impossible to say how many, like
Echols, may be innocent.
When asked by The Mirror what
justice would mean for him at this point,
Echols said, "I don't even know anymore." While he would like to see those
who committed the crime put in prison
and the officials who mishandled his case
held responsible, "at the same time I can't
dwell on that. I have to do everything I
can to keep moving forward."
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AFTERMATH

The case was the subject of the critically acclaimed documentary, "West of
Memphis," directed by Amy Berg and

produced by Peter Jackson.
The panel was featured as the Annual Jacoby-Lunin Humanitarian Lectureship. More than 500 tickets were sold
for the event.
After the discussion ended, audience
members lingered, crowded the stage to
shake hands with Echols, thanked him
for speaking and posed for pictures.
"It's just really inspiring," said
Shealyn Testa '14, "just to see how much
justice he wants to bring about in the
world."
Senior
Nicola
McLucas,
an
international student from Scotland,
reflected on the experience. "We don't
have death row so it's crazy," McLucas
said. "I think that the system is really,
really corrupt and the living situation he
was in and everything with the guards
and beating on him, I thought it was
unbelievable. Really eye-opening."
Freshman Caitlin Bennett was in
awe of "how in 18 years he didn't give up
hope, whereas some people might be like,
"There's nothing I can do.'"
These days, kids who are persecuted
for being different, like Echols was, are
often told, "It gets better."
Echols said he would tell those kids
"not to give up the things they love. That
if you give up those things, then you
might as well be dead anyway. That if you
give up the things you love just to lessen
society's pressure on you, then you aren't
really alive."
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''Even if the execution gets called off at the last
minute, the man who is scheduled to die will never
be the same. When someone comes back from the
death house, they're far, far older than when they
entered. There's no life in their eyes, they don't talk
much, and when the guards take them anywhere
they shuffle like someone in a nursing home. It's
almost as if everything dies except the body. Guards
are the opposite. When an execution date nears,
they get a little pep in their step. "
"life After Death," excerpted from page 353

la is killing me, wearing me out one
, The legal system is content to let me
If someone doesn't do something soon
iothing left of me to save. "
Yfter Death," excerpted from page 334
Visit fairfieldmirror.com to view our interview with Damien Echols.
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Hours of operation:
Mon-Thur 5:00-10:00
Friday and Saturday
5:00-11:00
Sunday 5:00-9:00
Bar open late

Best Bites: 55 Wine Bar
55 Miller St., Fairfield, CT
By Nicholas O'Connell
Food Columnist

Dessert:
Banana Foster Bread Pudding: This is one of
the best desserts I have had. It tasted like moist
banana bread with a rich rum caramel sauce, all
mixed up into a tiramisu-like fluff.
Creme brulee: It was the classic interpretation,
made with sweet candied top and a creamy center.

Right near the Fairfield
Train Station is 55 Wine Bar.
Their wines by the glass are
quite good and pair well with
their Mediterranean cuisine.
They have a country club-like
atmosphere with high ceilings
that make it perfect for an up-

$$$$

scale date night. In the warmer
seasons, outdoor seating is
available. Although the inside
is so elegant you will most likely
want to dine indoors. The service is also great and the friendly owners tend to be on-site. I
suggest making a reservation
and even taking your parents
when they come for a visit.

Main Course:
Spaghetti Carbonara: crispy pancetta, peas, parsley, black pepper
and parmesan. This dish is exceptional. All of their pasta is homemade
and very tender. The thin spaghetti is amazing with the minced pancetta. All around, it is a quality dish and has the right amount of peppers.
The peas are also a classic component that is often left out at restaurants.
Ricotta Gnocchi with bolognese, marinara or herb butter sauces:
This dish is not gnocchi. Gnocchi is traditionally a potato dumpling
pasta and this is more of a cheese ball. Nonetheless, it is rich and filling
just like gnocchi can be. Definitely worth trying if you enjoy ricotta
ravioli.
Grilled Vintage Farms Sirloin: parmesan fries, escarole and green
peppercorn port sauce. This steak is tender and delicious. The Peppercorn sauce adds a smooth kick and also goes well with the parmesan
fries.

Vino Files
A seasonal wine to gulp
By Andrew Hoover
Wine columnist
If you're looking for a lighthearted autumnal wine that's
meant to be guzzled, look no further than Beaujolais Nouveau.
Beaujolais Nouveau (boh-jhoLAY noo-VOH) has long been enjoyed for its easygoing disposition.
Made from the red grape known as
Gamay (gah-MAY), the wine was
first produced about a century ago
as an inexpensive quaff to throwback while celebrating the end of
harvest.
The region Beaujolais, from
which the wine derives its name,
is 34 miles long and sits north of
Lyon in eastern France.
Overall, the climate is considered to be semi-continental.
But because Beaujolais is in close
enough proximity to the Mediterranean Sea, the region experiences
some Mediterranean influence —
notably warm, dry summers.
Beaujolais Nouveau is not a
wine that's meant to be contemplated or analyzed. It won't break
your bank either — most bottles
can be purchased for as low as
$9.99.
This is a simple beverage
that offers straightforward, sometimes-candied flavors of strawberries, raspberries, cherries and bananas. In the mouth, it feels supple
and juicy, and it possesses little to
no tannins (remember: wines with
a high amount of tannins can feel
quite drying).
Even though Beaujolais Nouveau is a red wine, serve it at approximately 55 degrees to enhance

its refreshing qualities.
The name Beaujolais Nouveau, which literally means "new
Beaujolais," is quite fitting for this
wine. Unlike most other wines that
are aged at the winery — some a
few months, others a few years —
before being released to the market, Beaujolais Nouveau is not. In
fact, by the time these wines hit
retail shelves, they are still infants
and have only been alive for a few
weeks.
Even though these wines
aren't as esteemed as the wines of
Bordeaux and Burgundy, they do
deserve credit. So much so, Beaujolais Nouveau even boasts its own
official holiday.
Beaujolais Nouveau Day—
the third Thursday of every November—is
when
wine shops around
the globe receive
their shipments from
France and can start
selling the bottles to
the public.
This year the
holiday falls on November 21, and you
can be sure that cases
of the wine will be
stacked high in local wine shops. Many
stores will even offer
complimentary tastings on that day, so
you can try the wines
before you buy them.
Which producers should you look
for on store shelves?
Georges Duboeuf is
considered the godfather of Beaujolais

Nouveau. It was his marketing genius that helped to popularize the
production of these wines in the
'70s and '80s. Other worthy picks
that are available Connecticut include Henry Fessy and Domaine
de La Madone.
A final piece of advice: When
shopping for these wines you'll
notice you have two options —
Beaujolais Nouveau and Beaujolais-Villages Nouveau (boh-jhoLAY vee-lahj noo-VOH).
Although the difference
in quality isn't remarkable, the
grapes used to produce Beaujolais-Villages Nouveau hail from
slightly better areas in the region. Is it worth the extra dollar
or two? Buy a bottle of each, and
you be the judge.

Small Plates:
55° Antipasti: prosciutto, pepperoni,
house mozzarella, marinated mushrooms, tomato jam and parmesan. This plate offers the
perfect bite-sized snacks to complement any
wine. I definitely recommend ordering one if
you are dragging out your first course with a
few glasses of wine.
Veal Meatballs: marinara, grilled ciabatta,
parmesan. These meatballs have pine nuts and
raisins in them that make them out of the ordinary. The texture is crunchy and interesting
-definitely worth trying. Do not order these if
you are looking for a classic meatball.
Caprese Salad: Bufala Mozzarella, heirloom tomato and fresh basil. This is an excellent classic Italian dish and the juicy heirloom
tomato pairs well with the creamy mozzarella
and basil.
Pizza: All of the homemade pizzas are
great and are good appetizers to split. They are
thin like a flatbread and the plain cheese pizza
has sliced tomatoes.

Blood Orange
By Hayley FitzPatrick
Contributing Writer
Devonte Hynes has collected a
variety of eclectic identities throughout his career. Originally entering
into the music scene as the lead singer
of the noisy punk, instrumental band
Test Icicles, Hynes switched to the
solo pseudonym Lightspeed Champion after the group's collapse. After
releasing two semi-successful albums
in 2008 and 2010 with Lightspeed
Champion, Hynes once again ditched
his identity, which brought him to his
current alias, Blood Orange. Blood
Orange is his most impressive work
yet, and he has just released his second album under the label, entitled
"Cupid Deluxe," on Nov. 18.
In 2011 the Texas-born British
singer-songwriter, Hynes, released
his first album "Coastal Grooves" introducing Blood Orange to the world.
This premiere album surprised critics and generated motly positive reviews, but it still fell short and lacked
a comprising factor to pull it together. Hynes had progressed from his
introductory scattered punk sound
with Test Icicles and his slow indie
sound with Lightspeed Champion,
but the premiere album still was unimpressive and lacked a shock factor.
His latest album, "Cupid Deluxe" makes up for any doubt generated from "Coastal Grooves," and
displays how truly incredible Hynes'
sound really is. The new album shows
Hynes is advancing his sound and
has finally settled into an identity
that cliques with him. Blood Orange
has the perfect mixture of stirring
vocals focusing on complex subjects
like sexuality and isolation combined with his infiltration of creative
sounds and unexpected instruments.
Some tracks on the album,
"Chamakay" and "Uncle Ace," are
constructed with meaningful lyrics
that resonate with his listeners on
topics like loneliness and love. The
song "You're Not Good Enough"
shows that he hasn't lost his disco,

Devonte Hynes as Blood Orange.
Contributed Photo

dance-pop edge that he'd generated
with some of his earlier music. Blood
Orange has finally infused all of the
scattered sounds of each of his aliases
to create a unique sound with the seven tracks of "Cupid Deluxe."
Many different artists collaborated and helped in the making of "Cupid Deluxe" including the mega successful Clams Casino. Hynes is a very
sought-after talent, having produced
and written with a number of notable
artists, yet still having time to release
his own innovative, imaginative music.
To name a few, Britney Spears, Florence and the Machine, Sky Ferreira
and Solange Knowles are among the
list of artists he has worked with. Interestingly enough, Hynes is also said
to have drawn up a friendship with
Jay-Z through his work with Solange
Knowles, so that could possibly lead to
something cool in the future.
In a society where artists rely on
their shocking antics to keep listeners
interested, it's refreshing to see a performer that seems to be effortlessly
cool. Hynes relies solely on the music
to captivate his audience. With such a
diverse range of talents, Blood Orange
will probably succeed in the industry,
whether its through his music, producing or collaborations. This album is
definitely worth checking out.

THE MIRROR | Week of November 13, 2013

The Vine

Page 11

Jeff Austin lives through his mandolin
By Charles DeFilippo
Assistant Vine Editor

Mandolinist, Jeff Austin, takes this instrument to the next level.
Chuck DeFilippo/The Mirror

Musician Jeff Austin put the
mandolin back on the map last
Thursday at Fairfield Theatre Company. Austin, of Yonder Mountain
String Band, performed with Danny Barnes on banjo and Johnny
Grubb on upright bass.
Nowadays we assume most
bands feature loud guitars and
drums, but this did not stop Austin's Trio from rocking out on
FTC's Stage One.
The
Bluegrass
Jam-Band
played everything from slow melodic lines to hard-picking, footstomping songs.
Grubb's driving basslines gave
the group a sturdy foundation.
Barnes created a driving tone from
his banjo. This gave Austin room
for his attack: improvisation and
rhythmic strum-patterns.
By this point in the show you
could ignore your seat and row
number. The crowd filled the gap
between the first row of seating and
the low-profile stage.
The musicians were only inches from their audience and that is
when the conversation began.
Austin took the audience on a
journey; anything from your standard song with catchy lyrics to long

improvisational jams. At one point,
Barnes began to brush the head of
his banjo creating a snare drum effect during Grubb's bass solo.
Austin and Barnes stare each
other down during a fast, up-tempo section. Or the countless times
Austin stood up on his tip-toes,
belting into the microphone.
It did not take a crowd full of
musicians to appreciate this intimate and musically spontaneous
performance. Austin, Grubb and
Barnes told their life stories onstage through their instruments.
During each solo section you
could feel the tension within the
audience, musicians and their instruments. The audience called out
each soloist by name, cheered and
sang along to their favorite lyrics.
It's guaranteed that each performance will be different from
the last as these musicians are ones
who play in the moment. Not to
mention this was the first time that
Barnes, Grubb and Austin had performed together as a trio.
Although Bluegrass may not
appeal to most listeners, it is the
live experience that will forever
change your mind. Austin gave
these uncommon instruments a
prominent tone in the vast world
of music.
Furthermore, Austin engaged

the crowd in a musical, personal
and friendly manner; talking about
family, making the crowd laugh
and smile in between songs.
Austin began singing as a child
in grade school and one thing led
to another. With influences including Willie Nelson, The Beatles, Bob
Dylan and Grateful Dead, Austin
has proved that music is a journey.
After catching a glimpse of
what music had to offer, Austin realized there is more to music than
meets the eye.
Three weeks after he attended
a Grateful Dead concert, Austin
dropped out of college in pursuit of
his musical dream.
Over 15 years later Austin has
made a name for himself and his
bands. He has toured nationwide,
playing festivals and small venues,
and he has recorded several studio and live albums with Yonder
Mountain String Band.
"The beauty is that nothing
is black and white. It's all gray; it's
interpreted at the moment," said
Austin.
His in-the-moment approach
left this story sitting center-stage.
In return, everyone left FTC with
a smile on their face and the sound
of Austin's mandolin resonating in
their ears.

iPick, YouListen
«X

A Deer Wtihout Antlers"
by Chris Nicastro
Local Connecticut artist and Fairfield student
Chris Nicastro wrote "Deer Without Antlers" for
his LP, "Skylines." Released in 2012, "Deer Without Antlers' attempts to discover the origin of inspiration for artists. People say all good art comes
from pain, but Nicastro questions the validity of
that question with this song. Does inspiration for
art come from pain or happiness? Does art come
naturally, or can it be taught and have success manifested into a college degree?

By Atdhe Trepca
Contributing Writer

"Wooden Heart"
by Listener
Listener is a band that combines slam poetry and rock and that combination is most
apparent in their song "Wooden Heart." Coming off the title name album released in 2010,
"Wooden Heart" explains the interconnectedness of humanity through love and passion.
"Wooden Heart" makes the claim that we are
all broken and have wooden hearts instead of
normal ones but if we work together we can all
become better. Times may seem hard but when
one realizes that everyone is suffering we can
see that we're all connected and we can't get
better alone - it is only when we are together
that we can get better.

«

In the Summertime"
by Mungo Jerry
Written by lead singer Ray Dorset and recorded
in 1970. "In the Summertime" came off the album
"Electronically Tested" and reached number one
on charts all over the world. "In the Summertime"
is a type of song that you would be hard pressed to
find as a song, film, or novel - a happy song. The
song is about oeing happy and livinglife to the fullest, instead of the current #1 Top Billboard song,
"Royals," a song about how we are not happy because we aren't rich. It seems that with music today,
the artist is yelling about how great the club is, how
great life could be, or how bad life is, while "In the
Summertime" is an honest song about how people
are genuinely kind and we inherently do not want
to bother each other.

I Can Feel a Hot One"
by Manchester Orchestra
Written by lead singer Andy Hull for the album "Let
My Pride Be What's Left Behind" which was released in
2008. "I Can Feel a Hot One" made its first mainstream
feature on an episode of Gossip Girl, which gave Manchester Orchestra a whole new audience in addition to
their core fans. The song is a poetic description of a man
dealing with a car crash that killed his pregnant wife,
with the baby left alive. Even though the man was devastated with the death of his wife, he admits that he found
love again once he realized the baby was alive. This is a
sad song. This is the type of song you put on when it's
foggy and rainy outside and you want to finish the last
part of an essay.
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Mollys Cocktail
Coffee Break Editoi

MOLLY LEIDIG
What has happened to traditional dating? In today's culture, being asked out on a
real dinner date is something only reserved
for couples who are already in a relationship. There are misconceptions surrounding dates that often cause boys and girls to
shy away from taking the plunge.
Guys don't have to be the only ones to
initiate a date. Sure, normally guys should
be the ones to make the first move, but this
doesn't always have to be the case. If you
think a guy is attractive, don't be shy. A date
doesn't have to be dinner at a five-star restaurant. It can be as simple as just asking
him if he wants to grab Barone between
classes. He might not even realize it's
a date. The concept of dating is
taking the time to get to know
someone of romantic interest a
little better.
Girls don't think it's
creepy if you ask them out
on a date. If you're a guy, you
should never be intimidated to
ask a girl out. I can't promise that
!<:
all girls have the same mindset as I
do, but I don't care who you are, what you
look like or how you dress; if you have the
courage to walk up to me and ask me on
a date, then I would never say no. When
a guy asks you on a date, it shows that
he cares about getting to know you. Even
if sparks don't fly, it is still nice to get
dressed up and go out with someone.
And who would turn down a free meal?
Dates don't always have to revolve
around food. Actually, sitting down to dinner with someone can be quite intimidating, especially if you don't know them that
well. If you plan an activity, it gives you
both something to concentrate on in case
the conversation goes stale.
Once you've gone through all these
steps, and you actually have the date, don't
freak out. Often times when we get nervous, we try too hard and end up not acting
like ourselves. Be yourself and relax. You
want the person you're going on a date with
to get to know the real you, so be yourself.
Dress the way you normally would, and
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ROBERT JOYCE Crime Beat Reporter
Everyone loves to eat food. Eating
could very well be one of the few activities men and women both enjoy.
In fact, eating an excellent meal
is actually one of my favorite
activities. Therefore, if you're
trying to get to know a girl,
wouldn't it make sense to
take her out to eat?
Many dudes freak out
at the idea of a dinner date, but
•. ,>■■
there's really no
;/' * \:\ harm or foul
in asking a
girl out to
eat.

most importantly, eat like a normal human
being if you're going to dinner. Don't be
that girl who orders a salad with the dressing on the side. Trust me, guys respect a girl
with an appetite.
Hopefully next time you find yourself interested in someone, you won't be as
hesitant to ask
them out. The
worst they
^ can say is no.
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His Beer, Her Cocktail wants to give students
on campus a chance to voice their opinions on
specific issues. The topics must be relevant to a
majority of the student population and can be
serious or funny. If you would like to be featured
in the column, contact info@fairfieldmirror.com.
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First off, your decision to ask her out
to dinner is the first step in communicating
that you want to actually get to know her.
Ask her out - she'll be flattered.
Now that you've made the first step,
you need to decide where to go. If your
first thought was "Barone," then there's no
hope for you.
The type of restaurant you choose is a
crucial factor in how successful the date is.
The most important quality of a restaurant
is the ambience. Pick a place where the
waitstaff is friendly, the food is tasty and
the atmosphere sets a perfect mood for
the kind of evening you want to have with
that lucky lady. Bottom line: You want the
restaurant to be nice. It doesn't have to be
five-star gourmet nice, but your restaurant
choice needs to convey that you want to
treat her to a quality meal, and therefore,
a quality time. Make sure you know the
place, the menu and what to recommend.
Good food makes people feel happy and
satisfied. Be the source of that satisfaction.
Italian food is always safe and delicious, as is French cuisine. Steakhouses
and pub food are solid options as well.
However, try not to be too exotic in your
tastes, unless you know for a fact that she's
into that.
Next, what to order - or better, what
not to order: Do not, under any circumstances, order anything that you need
to hold in your hands to eat. That means
sandwiches, burgers, tacos, wings, etc.
Keep it neat and tidy; show off those table
manners your parents (hopefully) taught
you when you were young.
At all times, make sure you are 100
percent on top of your game. Dress to impress, be on time and act like the perfect
gentleman; she'll be judging your every
move. Always pick up the check, and don't
be stingy on the tip.
Most important, remember to save
room for dessert, but only if it's going well.
You never know, if you play your cards
right, you could end up with a second date.
"Check please."

Ask Miss Molly
Dear Miss Molly,
Sometimes I just really wish
I had a boyfriend. I really don't
want to be single anymore. I feel
like in college nobody wants to
date. What should I do?
Sincerely,
Hopelessly Lonely
Dear Hopelessly Lonely,
Coming from a girl who has
experienced all of college as a single
woman, read my top 11 reasons why
it's OK to be single in college, and
you will go from hopelessly lonely to
perfectly lonely.
11. Because you don't have
to shave your legs. I don't think
any woman can honestly admit they
enjoy shaving their legs. Sure, we all
like the result of silky smooth, sexy,
shiny legs, but the process to getting
there? Not so much. Luckily, if you
have nobody to impress you don't
have to worry about smooth legs all

the time.
10. Because you don't have
to text all day. I hate texting. If
you have to tell me something, call
me. Relationships have become
defined by texting from sunrise to
sundown. Is it really necessary to
tell your "boo" that you just had a
sesame seed bagel, lightly toasted,
with cream cheese? Not only with
your next phone bill thank you, but
so will your sanity (and your girlfriends).
9. Because you'll always
have a funny story on a Saturday morning. Life is unpredictable
when you're single. When you go
out, anything can happen. A cocktail (or two) at the bar with your
best friends on Friday normally
turns into a funny stories over coffee on Saturday.
8. Because you only have
to do your own laundry. Let's be
real, ladies. Nobody likes doing a

boy's laundry no matter how much
you love them. Boy's laundry is at
least lOx more disgusting than ours.
You can cross one load of laundry
off your list.
7. Because you can flirt
anytime, anywhere. The cute guy
across the bar, in the elevator, at the
gym, or in the line at Starbucks; nobody is off limits when you're single.
6. Because I look so good
without you. People often get
comfortable in relationship and let
their appearance suffer. If you're
still on the market, you want to put
your best self forward. Your hair is
always highlighted, lips are always
glossed, and you hit the gym at least
a few times a week, because you
never know who you're going to run
into.
5. Because you learn to be
strong on your own. Girls in relationships often become dependent
on their boyfriend. Being single, you

learn how to live life on your own
without relying on another person.
4. Because you have high
standards. Just because you're
single, doesn't mean nobody's tried
to date you in your life. Being single
means you haven't settled. You're
waiting for your knight in shining
armor, and there's nothing wrong
with that.
3. Because you don't have
to waste money on someone
else. When you're in a relationship,
it seems like there's a holiday every
week. From anniversaries to Christmas to Valentine's Day, thats a lot of
money being spent on someone else,
money that could be spent on shoes,
Starbucks and clothes (for yourself).
2. Because you don't risk
getting your heart broken. Anyone who's had their heart broken
knows its one of the worst things
you'll experience in your life. Imagine wasting four years of college that

you can't get back on a relationship
that ended in heartbreak. College
is the one time in your life you can
truly live with no regrets, make sure
you live it to the fullest.
1. Because the best is yet
to come. Being single means your
prince charming is out there somewhere, you just haven't met him yet.
Be happy that a beautiful relationship is awaiting you in the future
and have fun kissing all the frogs
along the way.
Having said all that, if you are
in college and happily in a relationship, that is wonderful. But if you're
single, it doesn't mean you're doing anything wrong. If you look at
all the reasons you're making the
most of your college experience, you
won't feel so bad.
Love always,
Miss Molly
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Weekly 4x5
Because they
like to talk...

Thanksgiving is next week. Do
you think you could make a

Your 2013-2014 4x5 Columnists:
Jennifer Calhoun, Luigi DiMeglio, Thomas Shea and Connor Kelley

The Louisville game is coming

USA's Olympic Curling Trials

"Catching Fire" comes out this

What dead celebrity would you

up. Thoughts on Rick Pitino?

were this week. Would you want

week. Who would win a Fairfield

want to bring back to life?

to be an Olympic curler?

University Hunger Games?

Thanksgiving dinner?

Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor

Oh, we would make "Home and
Garden" and "Food and Wine"

What to say? What to say? The

There is literally nothing I want

man is a legend, all the way down

more in my entire life.

look like child's play with how

to his stupid tattoo. Johnson might

awesome our Thanksgiving dinner

not have the prestige of Pitino, but

is going to be.

I'd pick Sydney any day, at least to

Maurice Barrow.

Tupac, even though everyone knows
he's already alive. A.

be my best friend.

Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor

Thanksgiving at the Meat House

Considering he did the Louisville

Does the mayor of Toronto smoke

After the savagery at Powderpuff

would quickly deteriorate into a

equivalent of Johnson having an

crack?

this weekend, most of Fairfield's fin-

already kind of forgot about her.

food fight. At that, I'd consider the

affair in the Levee after hours, I'd

est ladies could have a shot. Nicole

Anyone more significant might

dinner a great success.

say the man is a force to be reck-

Dildough of the Florida Masturga-

disrupt the space-time continuum

oned with/laughed at. Whether we

tors, awesome interception. Area

or something. I don't know; I'm an

win or lose, I will laugh that we are

hospitals, thanks for putting up with

English major.

facing the champs this weekend.

one of my favorite traditions.

Jt*
Thomas Shea
Multimedia
Manager

Whitney Houston, since we

Probably. The only seasoning we

The man may look like Colonel

I feel like we've answered this

Not me, I'm unbearable when hun-

Billy Mays. The world could always

have in the house are different

Sanders when he wears his white

before. But yes I would. Though I'd

gry. They'd have to have endurance,

use another loud mouthed, coked-

types of liquor, so here's hoping

suit, but he's won everywhere he's

turkey basted in tequila and

gone. Except the Celtics ... That was get those sick pants. Most swag in

rather be on the Norwegian team to so I'm going to go with a Cross
Country runner, maybe Mr. Kelley

Majorska mashed potatoes go well

just awful.

the business.

up sales person on television.

below me could do the job.

with gin green beans.

Connor Kelley
The Hammer

If burnt Eggo waffles and soggy

Hall of Fame coach. Put him in

If that beaver up at the townhouses

Uh, is Jesus considered a celebrity?

chicken nuggets count as Thanks-

the octagon with Sydney Johnson,

is eligible to participate, then

I'd love to have some "water" with

giving dinner, then yeah. In fact,

though, and he's not coming out

definitely him. That little guy's

my homeboy.

I'll invite my grandma over right

alive.

been surviving attempts on his life

now.

Nah, just a regular curler.

for months.

Important sports date for the week ahead

Wednesday: Men's basketball vs. the College of Holy
Wf]

Cross, 7 p.m.

n Intramural Athlete
of the Week
•m

Volleyball

Thursday: Women's basketball vs. Lehigh, 7 p.m.

Saturday: Men's cross country vs. IC4A Championships

Saturday: Women's cross country vs. ECAC Champion-

Major

Marketing

ships
Saturday: Women's basketball vs. La Salle, 7 p.m.

Favorite athlete

Derek Jeter

Favorite team

New York
Yankees

Team Name

Purple Parrots

Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror
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Schneider Says:

In Week 11, Rashad Jennings
By Matthew Schneider
Sports Columnist

Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror

An event-filled slate of
football games took place last
weekend, with many divisional
rivalries heating up as the race for
the postseason continues.
One such rivalry game took
place on Sunday night, with AFC
West heavyweights battling for
supremacy.
At the end of the night, it was
Peyton Manning and his Denver
Broncos handing the surprising
Kansas City Chiefs their first loss
of the season.
The Chiefs' story is an
inspiring
one,
with
them
becoming the first team in NFL
history to win two or fewer games
the previous season, and win the
first four of the current season.
Both teams sit at 9-1, and
look poised to meet again in the
playoffs. They will face off again a
week from Sunday, which will give
the Chiefs a chance to rebound
and show that their season thus
far has not been a fluke.

Another exciting game took
place on Monday night, with the
Carolina Panthers handing the
New England Patriots a shocking
loss on a controversial final play.
Fantasy-wise, the Panthers have
been all over the place this season,
with pedestrian numbers from
their receiving corps and a jumble
at running back.
Earlier in the season, veteran
back DeAngelo Williams became
the team's featured rusher, but
with Mike Tolbert's return from
injury and the resurgence of
Cam Newton's running game,
Williams has become lost in the
rotation and has not had much
production. I would recommend
looking elsewhere for impact
players (unless you have Newton,
of course), since most of the
Panthers are doing well in real life,
but not so well in fantasy.
One player that has been
breaking out recently is Oakland
Raiders backup running back
Rashad Jennings.
Since being thrust into the
starting role when normal starter
Darren McFadden went down
with a hamstring injury, Jennings
has performed admirably, rushing
for 340 yards and two touchdowns
in three games.
He is currently averaging
around
114
rushing
yards
per game, which isn't bad for
somebody who doesn't generally
start. Jennings has put up decent
fantasy numbers, gaining 30,
11 and 23 points respectively in
my league (although it is a PPR
league, which may be different
than yours).
He is currently available in
43.7 percent of ESPN leagues, and

should be claimed off the waiver
wire if your team is in need of a
running back (as mine is).
Atlanta Falcons wide receiver
Roddy White finally scored his
first touchdown of the season on
Sunday, although the amount of
time it took him to do so may be
shocking to some people.
Normally a fantasy superstar,
White has seen his numbers take
a drastic hit as a result of multiple
injuries he has been dealing with,
as well as the season-ending injury
suffered by teammate Julio Jones.
Jones and White were a great
combo at wide receiver, as one
would usually get open as a result
of the other being targeted by the
defense.
Once Jones got injured,
White became the focus of
opposing defenses, limiting his
effectiveness.
Things may be looking up
for White, however, as breakout
wide receiver Harry Douglass
has continued his recent success,
catching six passes for 134 yards
and a touchdown on Sunday
against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
His effectiveness may now
distract opposing defenses from
White, which may just be the
spark that White needs to become
relevant again this season.
White is owned in 93.9
percent of ESPN leagues, but there
is a chance that he may be available
in some leagues (he is in mine).
White is well worth a waiver claim
if available, as he has the potential
to break out, and resume his old
form.
Finally, Trent Richardson,
the former first-round pick of
the Cleveland Browns, is not

Women's soccer wraps up season
By Jessie Erickson
Contributing Writer
After a long and successful season,
Fairfield's women's soccer will finally be
taking a break from the field.
Before the season had even started,
the Stags had established their overall
goals. The team wasn't looking for a
perfect record, but for a season that
showed they had deserved everything
that had come to them.
Before competing in the MAAC
Tournament in Florida, the Stags were
placed second overall in the MAAC
division. Entering the tournament as
the second seed with a 7-2-2 record, the
Stags received a bye for the quarter final
and took on Manhattan College in their
first game.
The team entered the tournament
as the 88th team in the nation having
scored 31 goals in the past eighteen
games. Led by Emma Pichel' 15, the Stags
went into the tournament having one of
the strongest defense lines in the league.
On average, the Stags defense allowed
opponents only fifteen goals throughout
the regular season and then went on to
shut teams out eight different times.
Going into the tournament as the
second seed, the Stags received a bye
for the first round and went on to take
Manhattan College, the 10th seed, in

their first game of the tournament. In
a shootout, the team was luckily able to
advance to the second round.
In the second game, Ashley Small
'15, was able to save the Stags again with
the only goal of the game. Even though it
was the only goal, it was just enough to
give the team a win against Siena College
to advance to the championship game of
the MAAC Tournament.
Although the championship game
was played evenly and competitively
by both sides, Monmouth University
outshot Fairfield by two goals.
The Stags fell to Monmouth in the
championship game (0-2), but overall,
the team was impressed by the immense
success they had made throughout their
season.
Not only did they make it to the
championship game, several of the Stags
received outstanding honors for their
playing this season.
Graduate student Nikki Stanton
'13, Small, and Megan O'Brien '15 were
all named to the All-Tournament Team.
Small had a number of
accomplishments this season including
the All-Tournament team, being selected
to the All-MAAC first team, and leads
the team with 25 points this season.
Stanton has finished her soccer
career at Fairfield with some of the

highest honors. After leading the team
as captain for two years in a row, Stanton
has consistendy been selected to be a part
of the MAAC All-Academic Team, the
All-MAAC first team, and the MAAC
All-Tournament Team. Without Stanton
as the starting midfielder this season, the
entire season would have been different.
And after an impeccable season,
Pichel was named as the MAAC
Defensive Player of the year. She started
sixteen of the regular games for the
Stags and helped the team maintain the
impressive goal of allowing opponents
only 3.1 goals per game. Not only was
she the Defensive Player of the Year, she
was also named to the All- MAAC First
Team.
The team had one of the strongest
bonds and they are looking to carry the
intensity of the next season, especially
with the help of their Head Coach Jim
O'Brien.
After his 100th career MAAC win
as coach, O'Brien will keep the same
goals for his team in the next season. Like
they have always been, the team will be
working to be crowned MAAC Champs.
Although the season has come to
an end, the Stags will continue to work
In the postseason, the team will continue
to work on their fitness and skills to prep
to be the most successful team next year.

out

finding the kind of success with
the Indianapolis Colts that many
assumed he would. Richardson
has rushed for only 272 total yards
and two touchdowns since joining
the Colts in Week 3 of the season,
and has recently been eclipsed by
teammate Donald Brown.
With
these
numbers,
Richardson is averaging 34 yards
per game as a Colt, with a paltry
2.8 yards per carry, as compared to
Brown's gaudy 6.1 yards per carry.
Although Richardson is owned
in 100 percent of ESPN fantasy
leagues, Brown is only owned
in 7.8 percent, which is rather
surprising.
It is true that Brown has
gotten hot only during his past
two games (he scored a receiving
touchdown and had a good

amount of receiving yards in Week
10 while rushing for 80 yards and
two touchdowns in Week 11).
However, he is starting to see his
workload increase as a result of his
recent success, and may get more
even more work in the future if
Richardson continues to struggle.
Brown is not exactly the
greatest running back in the NFL,
but he is a viable replacement if
one of your running backs has
recently gotten injured or is on a
bye (Fred Jackson, LeSean McCoy,
Giovanni Bernard, and Marshawn
Lynch all have byes this week), and
I recommend putting in a waiver
claim for him.
That's all the advice I have for
this week. I'll be back next week
as the playoff hunt continues to
heat up.

BrokenSphere/Creative Commons
Roddy White's season has been a bit of a struggle so far.
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Volleyball wins share of MAAC
Week of November 20, 2013

By Thomas Shea
Multimedia Manager
Over the past 18 seasons, they
have won the conference regular
season title 13 times. They have
made the MAAC Championship
Tournament in every single one
of those seasons, making it to the
Championship's finale 13 times.
The history of this program
makes it seem like this team should
be the clear and away favorite to
win the tournament, given all their

success over the past two decades.
So why does the Fairfield
volleyball team feel like the
underdogs going into this year's
MAAC Volleyball Championship?
"It's been a rough year for
them, we've had a lot of injuries,
and a lot of things to work
through," said Head Coach Alija
Pittenger. "But I thought they did a
great job just fighting through the
season and doing what they had
to. It wasn't always pretty, but we
found a way to get it done."

Contributed by Fairfield Athletics
Sophomore Maddie Fitzpatrick celebrates with teammates.
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Senior Rachel Romansky said
this team became underdogs due
to their play earlier in the season,
when they struggled against big
name opponents early on, and
carried those struggles on to a 1-3
start in conference play.
"I think we like being
underdogs, we put ourselves in
that underdog spot [earlier this
season], and we fought back, we
knew we had to get it done and we
did," said Romansky. "Everyone
saw us in the beginning of the
year and were like, 'Oh, what
happened? What's going on?' so I
think everyone still thinks we're
beatable, and we are.
"I think going in with being
seeded number one and people
saying 'Oh, they don't deserve it,'
it's good to prove ourselves. Yea we
took first, but it's shared even, and
I think we're still the underdogs in
the tournament, everyone thinks
Iona might take it, but I think
we've got a good shot."
For Fairfield going into this
MAAC Tournament, there is
good news and bad news when
it comes to their first round
matchup against the fourth-seeded
Manhattan Jaspers.
The good news is that they
have played Manhattan 48 times
since the 1985 season, and only
lost seven of those matches. The
bad news is that one of those seven
loses came earlier this season,
when the Stags went to Draddy
Gymnasium and were beaten in
straight sets by the Jaspers, 3-0.
The Stags did respond later
in the season however, returning
the favor against the Jaspers with a
3-0 victory of their own at Alumni
Hall in a game that took just over
an hour to complete.
This MAAC Tournament may
be a little different for Fairfield as
compared to last season. In 2012,
the Stags were favored to win the
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championship. They finished first
by a game over Siena, and had
lost just three conference games
all season, two of which came
before the end of September. They
had an outstanding 1-2 punch
with Brianna Dixion '13 as the
powerful outside hitter and Kara
Reis '13 as the dominant libero
to lead the team. They were also
heading into the tournament on a
hot streak, having won their final
eight conference games.
They also got to play their
MAAC Tournament games on
their home court of Alumni Hall,
in front of highly partisan crowds.
This year, the road is a little
more challenging for the Stags.
Fairfield admittedly does not
have a player or two that they are
looking to lean on like they have in
past years, but they do not see that
as a weakness.
"We're not that team where
we have a superstar. We need
everybody to play well," said
Pittenger.
"That's kind of what happened
against Manhattan this last time,
everybody had a great day, so we
need that to happen again in order
to win."
"This year because we don't
have Bri [Dixion] on the outside,
we don't have Kara as libero, so
this year I think it's more that
everyone has to play well," said
Romansky. "Everyone has to do
their job, and if everyone does do
their job and we work hard, I think
we have a really good chance at
taking it again."
There are also no home
games for the Stags, as they will
have to win their two games in
Loudonville, N.Y., with Siena
being the host school.
The Saints did not qualify for
the tournament, much to the relief
of the four teams that are playing
this weekend.

Fairfield will go up against a
team that has beaten them already
this season in Manhattan in the
first round, and could potentially
meet up with an Iona team that has
beaten them twice already. This
is the first time since 2011 that a
team has beaten Fairfield twice in
a season, when Niagara beat the
Stags twice, and then again in the
MAAC Tournament final, which
is exactly where Fairfield could
potentially face the Gaels (whose
opponent in the first round is redhot Marist, winners of seven in a
row).
While both the players
and coaches for Fairfield are
concentrated
on
Manhattan
for now, they see their possible
revenge match against Iona as a
motivating factor.
"Iona is a really strong team.
Obviously, you lose to them twice,
you'd like to get back at them for
that," said Pittenger. "But Marist
is a strong team too, and they've
had a great year, and they prepare
really well. So I think anything can
happen in the first round."
"Definitely, definitely a big
motivation," said Romansky of the
possible rematch with the Gaels.
"They've always been our rival.
They're the only team that's beat
us twice ... but it's hard to beat a
team three times, it's a hard thing
to do. They got to work hard to
beat us, and we got to work hard
to beat them.
"We're kind of looking at
them like, if we meet them in the
championship, it's on. It's going to
be a battle for sure," she said.
If the Stags do face Iona in the
finals, it will be the 49th meeting
between the two schools in their
history. How many times has Iona
defeated Fairfield?
That's right, lucky 13.

Rees' 100th win highlights men's soccer's season
By Patrick Kiernan
Contributing Writer
In the 2013 Fairfield men's soccer
season, the team put together an 8-53 overall record while going 5-3-2 in
the MAAC Conference. Six Fairfield
student-athletes were recognized for the
academic achievement as members of
the MAAC All-Academic team: Jordan
Ayris '15, Matt Danaher '14, Sean Fahy
'14, George Newton '16 , John Sullivan
'15, and Matt Turner '16.
Coach Carl Rees reached a
momentous point in his coaching
career this season with the team: his
100th career MAAC victory. It came in
a 2-1 victory over the Canisius Golden
Griffins on Oct. 12. A second half goal
scored by Reco McLaren '14 clinched
the win for the Stags and gave Rees a rare
accomplishment in his 20th season as the
men's soccer coach.
"To record a 100 wins is very
rewarding. More than the victories on
the field, it represents all those players

and assistant coaches along the way who
have played their part in the success of
our program," Coach Rees said.
McLaren, the forward, had a very
successful season in his last one here at
Fairfield. He led the team in goals (eight),
assists (three), points (19) and shots
(41), as he started every game. He was
an instrumental part of the offense this
season just as he was a year ago. McLaren
earned a spot on the 2013 MAAC first
team because of his great stats this season.
The team will surely miss his skills next
year and in years to come.
Another forward that the team is
sure to miss is Jon Clements '14 from St.
Albans, England. This season, Clements
was second on the team in goals, with
seven, and points, with 14. He started
each of the 16 games for the Stags and
had an important role in the team's
offense.
Another senior leaving the Stags
soccer team after the 2013 campaign
is midfielder Daniel Shaw '14 from
Cheshire, England. He was the team's

third leading scorer with three goals who
also started every game. Other seniors
that will be leaving the team include
Fahy, Danaher and graduate student
Nuno Rodrigues '13.
With the departures of all these
seniors, it is up to the rest of the players
to fill their shoes. Expect junior forward
Jordan Ayris '15 to do the majority of
the work on offense next season. In this
season with the Stags, he had two goals,
two assists, six points, and 33 shots while
starting all 16 games.
Other players who can step up on
offense include midfielders Jake Zuniga
'15 and Hrvoje Glavan '15 and forward
James Taylor '16. This season, Zuniga and
Glavan each had a goal and Taylor was
fourth on the team with 16 shots. These
are definitely numbers each of these
players can improve upon with increased
roles on offense next season.
Overall, the Stags men's soccer team
scored 27 goals on 179 shot attempts this
season and outscored their opponents by
20 goals. They averaged 1.69 goals scored

per game and 11.2 shots per game. This
has propelled them to a solid season in
which they were able to clinch a MAAC
Championship berth.
On the other hand, the defense for
the Fairfield Stags men's soccer team this

season was very strong. They allowed just
23 goals on 159 shot attempts throughout
the 2013 campaign. And, best of all, none
of the defenders are seniors, so they will
all be returning next season.

Contributed by Fairfield Athletics
Senior Reco McLaren controls the ball in a game against Yale last season.

